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LOOKING Forward    
 

Louisiana Division SCV Commander, Charles Lauret, has extended an invitation for the 
LASOCR to attend the upcoming state Reunion in Natchitoches.  The event will take 
place May 1st, 2nd and 3rd.  Accommodations include Holiday Express, Best Western and 
Travel Express—all located in the same compound on the southeast side of the I49 and 
Hwy 6 exit.  Activities will take place in the Conference Center located behind the Best 
Western.  Anyone interested in additional details may visit the Division website.  Any 
additional information regarding the Society will be sent out via Email. 

 
SOCIETY/CHAPTER NEWS 

 
Lee-Jackson Banquets were celebrated around the state jointly by SCV Camps and OCR 
Chapters.  This is an occasion that we can come together to honor our Southern Heroes. 

 

 
Major Jesse M. Cooper SCV Lee-Jackson Banquet DeRidder, co-hosted by 

the DeRidder Emma Sansom OCR Chapter and the Lake Charles Eugenia Levy Phillips Chapter. 
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February is the month for the annual Battle of Hickory Creek Re-enactment held in 
DeRidder.  Members from various chapters around the state were in attendance.  Below 
are a number of photos of events that took place. 
 

                     
 

Battle of Hickory Creek 
 

 
 

 

Southeast Brigade Commander Chip Landry and 
his wife Eloise, members of the OCR, 
were special guest at the  the Maj. Gen. Franklin 
Gardner Lee Jackson Banquet.  Mr. Landry was 
the guest speaker for the evening.   
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The Louisiana Society OCR had a fund raiser booth during the Port Hudson reenactment. 
Members from five chapters worked in the booth. We sold our traditional peach and raspberry tea 
and baked goods. We also sold raffle tickets for two prints, a ladies gift basket, a sewing basket 
and a lap quilt. We raised $830. Thank you to all of the members who participated in the fund 
raiser. When we all get together, great things happen.   
The Louisiana Society OCR is known for being the organization that works hard to make sure 
that Louisiana citizens remember and honor our Southern heritage. The historical markers are a 
great way to pay tribute to our ancestors. The money we raised at this event along with the 
previous donations we received this year, gives us the money we need to purchase the Battle of 
Georgia Landing Historical Marker. We hope to dedicate the marker on the anniversary of the 
actual battle. The battle occurred on October 27, 1862. More info will be forthcoming. 
We will have a fundraiser booth at the Battle of Jackson Crossroads the last weekend of April.  
If any member would like to have their email address added to the Louisiana Society OCR list 
server, please email me at lasocr@bellsouth.net.  
Johanna 

 
 

WELCOME!!! TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 
Mary Scott Chapter - Minden 

Amy Claire Hough 
Chasity Whittington 

Angel Michelle Woods 
Margaret A. Wren 

 
Loretta Janeta Velaquez Chapter - Livingston 

N. Wayne Cosby 
James Alexander Jacobs 

H. Mike Neal 
Evelyn Pigott 
John S. Pigott 
Randy Ritchie 

Bobby Dale Wascom 
 

 
 A Memorial event honoring Gen. Alfred Mouton will be held in April.  The LASOCR 
Black Roses will participate.   

Announcements  
Confederation of States OCR will hold their annual Reunion July 23rd – 25th 
For registration form and additional information go to Order of Confederate Home Page 
www.confederate-rose.org/  hit the Calendar button for additional information and to download 
Registration form. 

 
Memorial Service honoring Gen. Alfred Mouton – Mansfield – April 4th 

Pleasant Hill Re-enactment – April 4th & 5th 
Jackson Crossroads Re-enactment – April 25th & 26th 

State Reunion in Natchitoches – May 1st, 2nd & 3rd 
Confederation of States Reunion in Hot Springs, Ark. – July 23rd, 24th, & 25th 

 

LASOCR Black Roses 
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March 17th – Saint Patrick’s Day 

Saint Patrick is known as the Apostle of Ireland.  He was born in 387 at Kilpatrick, near 
Dumbarton, in Scotland and died at Saul, Downpatrick, Ireland.  His father belonged to a 
Roman family of high rank. 
Patrick was captured by Irish raiders at the age of 16 and sold as a slave to an Irish 
Chieftain in the territory known to today as County Antrim.  He remained a slave for six 
years.  During this time he acquired the ability of understanding and speaking in the Celtic 
language.  Patrick also became aware of the rituals and teachings of the Druids from 
“whose bondage he was destined to liberate the Irish race”. 
 
At the age of 22, an angel appeared to Patrick and urged him to escape.  He ran away and 
made his way to the coast, stowing away on a ship bound for France.  He remained in 
France for eight years studying in a monastery until the angel appeared again.  Patrick 
heard the voice of the Irish people—“We beg you, holy youth, come and walk once more 
among us.” 
Patrick related the incident as dreamlike and related it to the local Archbishop.  He was 
later commissioned by the Pope to mission and convert the Irish people.  He met the 
challenges head on and prevailed, rescuing the Irish from paganism. 
The following is the beautiful prayer composed by St. Patrick in readiness for victory over 
Paganism. The prayer is a literal translation from old Irish text and is known as “St. 
Patrick’s Breast-Plate” 

I bind to myself today 
The strong virtue of the Invocation of the Trinity: 

I believe the Trinity in the Unity 
The Creator of the Universe. 

 
I bind to myself today 

The virtue of the Incarnation of Christ with His Baptism, 
The virtue of His crucifixion with His burial, 

The virtue of His Resurrection with His Ascension, 
The virtue of His coming on the Judgement Day. 

 
I bind to myself today 

The virtue of the love of seraphim, 
In the obedience of angels, 

In the hope of resurrection unto reward, 
In prayers of Patriarchs, 

In predictions of Prophets, 
In preaching of Apostles, 

In faith of Confessors, 
In purity of holy Virgins, 
In deeds of righteous men. 

 
I bind to myself today 
The power of Heaven, 
The light of the sun, 

The brightness of the moon, 
The splendour of fire, 

The flashing of lightning, 
The swiftness of wind, 

The depth of sea, 
The stability of earth, 

The compactness of rocks. 
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I bind to myself today 

God’s Power to guide me, 
God’s Might to uphold me, 
God’s Wisdom to teach me, 
God’s Eye to watch over me, 

God’s Ear to hear me, 
God’s Word to give me speech, 

God’s Hand to guide me, 
God’s Way to lie before me, 
God’s Shield to shelter me, 
God’s Host to secure me, 

Against the snares of demons, 
Against the seductions of vices, 

Against the lusts of nature, 
Against everyone who meditates injury to me, 

Whether far or near, 
Whether few or with many. 

 
I invoke today all these virtues 

Against every hostile merciless power 
Which may assail my body and my soul, 
Against the incantations of false prophets, 
Against the black laws of heathenism, 

Against the false laws of heresy, 
Against the deceits of idolatry, 

Against the spells of women, and smiths, and druids, 
Against every knowledge that binds the soul of man. 

Christ, protect me today 
Against every poison, against burning, 

Against drowning, against death-wound, 
That I may receive abundant reward. 

 
Christ with me, Christ before me, 

Christ behind me, Christ within me, 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ at my right, Christ at my left, 

Christ in the fort, 
Christ in the chariot seat, 
Christ in the poop [deck], 

Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks to me, 

Christ in every eye that sees me, 
Christ in every ear that hears me. 

 
I bind to myself today 

The strong virtue of an invocation of the Trinity, 
I believe the Trinity in the Unity 

The Creator of the Universe. 

 
 

Saint Patrick is said to have plucked a shamrock and explained to the newly converted its 
triple leaf and single stem as the great doctrine of the Blessed Trinity. 

 
Sources:  Catholic Encyclopedia; “Irish Wit and Wisdom” 
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FROM THE PAST/OUR CONFEDERATE ANCESTRY 

 
When we think of the month of March, Saint Patrick’s Day comes to mind but it is not only a 
time to remember the good works of Saint Patrick-- it is also a time to celebrate our Irish 
ancestry.  As most of you, I have a number of Irish lines, O’Leary, Crawford, McKinney, Finley, 
Kenedy, Murphy, Reilly and the list goes on but the O’Leary’s are my favorite. 

 
My maternal great grandfather, Joseph Overton O’Leary (pictured above) and his brothers served 
among many who have come to be known as the “Irish Confederates-the forgotten soldiers.”  So 
many of us have Irish Confederate ancestors, men who served their beloved adopted Southland 
with many of them paying the ultimate price  My great grandfather and at least one of his brothers 
survived the war.  They are both buried with Confederate headstones in Winn Parish near 
Winnfield.  Grandfather served in the 31st  Louisiana Infantry and was captured at Vicksburg.  
 
There has always been a bit of mystery about him.  According to his record his rank was  
Private but after the war those who had served with him or knew him addressed him as Captain.  
My grandmother told me often many stories about him.  He seem to be at war for the rest of his 
life (with the railroad and the timber companies according to her).  He was the son of Irish 
immigrants, his father a school teacher from County Cork and his mother from a family of 
farmers.  
 
There is a book by historian Phillip T. Tucker entitled IRISH CONFEDERATES:THE CIVIL 
WAR’S FORGOTTEN SOLDIERS  which emphasizes the lives, contributions and experiences of 
these soldiers. 
Sean Michael O’Brien, a retired educator and now writer offers a study entitled, “Irish Americans 
in the Confederate Army”.  He tells of the hardships, bravery and loyalty of these soldiers and 
their families.  O’Brien traces the immigration patterns of the Irish to the southern ports along the 
Atlantic seaboard and the Gulf Coast.  He stresses how major Southern cities such as New 
Orleans, Mobile and Charleston still have a rich Irish culture today.  These wonderful people 
brought not only their culture and loyalty and strong sense of family to share but they brought 
their fighting spirit, and skills as leaders. 

The Irish Confederates served at all levels from grunt to officer and in every major battle of the 
war.  “Among the most famous battles with a large Southern Irish contingency were: First and 
Second Manassas (Bull Run), Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, the 
Wilderness Campaign, Shiloh, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, the Atlanta Campaign and Franklin.”  
For the most part they did not have an “Irish Brigade” as the North did but served in various 
companies and regiments throughout the Confederate Army.  There was an Irish Brigade formed 
in Nashville (see flag and additional information below). 

  

  

Sons of Erin, 10th Tennessee Infantry CSA - An Irish Brigade formed in Nashville.  The words 
"Go Where Glory Waits You" are on the lower ribbon.  Also known as the "Bloody 10th" for the 
heavy losses it sustained in the fighting at Ft. Donaldson. Most are familiar with the role of 
Irish troops in the Northern army, but less is known about Irish troops in Confederate 
service. The entire regiment at this time was furnished with new uniforms by Lt. Col. 
McGavock, who was the former mayor of Nashville. The uniforms were carefully described 
by Private Jimmy Doyle in his diary, which has been preserved. Although the 10th 
Tennessee was considered one of the best equipped regiments in the war's Western Theater, 
its troops were armed at this time with flintlock muskets from the War of 1812. 
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I hope you join me in remembering and honoring all of these brave men. 

 

 

"Rebel Sons of Erin"  by Mort Kunstler 
 

Among the best known group of Irish Confederates were the Sons of Erin 10th Tennessee and in 
February of 1862 they engaged in battle at Erin Hollow near Dover, Tennessee.   This was the 
only engagement they experienced as a full regiment. 

Probably the best know of the Irish officers was Major General Patrick Cleburne (the Stonewall 
Jackson of the West). 

Patrick Ronayne Cleburne - March 16, 1828 – November 30, 1864 (age 36) 

 

 "Life has always been a small matter with me when duty points the way," wrote Patrick R. 
Cleburne to his brother on the eve of war in 1861. Newly elected Captain of a company of militia 
called the Yell Rifles raised in Phillips County, Arkansas, his words would become synonymous 
with his conduct over the next four years. 
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Patrick Ronayne Cleburne was born in Ovens, County Cork, Ireland.  His father, Joseph, was a 
middle-class physician and his mother died before he reached the age of two.  By the time Patrick 
was fifteen he was an orphan. 

After failing his entrance exam to Trinity College of Medicine in 1846, he enlisted in the British 
Army.  Three years later he bought his discharge and emigrated to American with two brothers 
and a sister.  Patrick settled in Helena, Arkansas where he worked as a pharmacist.  He became a 
part of the social fabric within the town.  One of his closest friends was Thomas C. Hindman 
whose military course paralleled Cleburne’s.  By 1860, he was a naturalized citizen, a practicing 
lawyer, and very popular with the local residents.    

Cleburne sided with the South when Secession became a serious issue because of his love for the 
Southern people who took him in as their own.  He soon joined the militia (the Yell Rifles) as a 
private soldier and was soon elected captain.  He led the company in the seizure of the U.S. 
Arsenal in Little Rock in January 1861. When Arkansas left the Union, the Yell Rifles became 
part of the 1st Arkansas Infantry, later designated the 15th Arkansas, of which he was elected 
Colonel.  In March of 1862 Colonel Patrick Cleburne was promoted to Brigadier General. 

He served at the Battles of Shiloh, Richmond (Kentucky) and Perryville.  He was wounded in the 
face at the Battle of Richmond.  In 1862, after the retreat of the Army of Tennessee, Cleburne 
was promoted to division command and served at the Battle of Stones River.  His division 
advanced three miles as it routed the Union right wing and drove it back to the Nashville Pike and 
its final line of defense. He was promoted to Major General in December. 

“During the campaigns of 1863 in Tennessee, Cleburne and his soldiers fought at the Battle of 
Chickamauga, including a rare night assault and a fierce rear guard action that probably saved the 
Army of Tennessee from utter destruction by holding off a much larger Union force on the 
northern end of Missionary Ridge after the Battle of Missionary Ridge in Chattanooga, and at the 
Battle of Ringgold Gap in northern Georgia, in which Cleburne's men again protected the Army 
of the Tennessee as it retreated to Tunnel Hill, Georgia. Cleburne and his troops received an 
official thanks from the  Confederate Congress for their actions during this campaign.” 

“Cleburne's strategic use of terrain, his ability to hold ground where others failed, and his talent in 
foiling the movements of the enemy earned him fame, and gained him the nickname "Stonewall 
of the West." Federal troops were quoted as dreading to see the blue flag of Cleburne's Division 
across the battlefield.”  

“By late 1863, it had become obvious to Cleburne that the Confederacy was losing the war 
because of the growing limitations of its manpower and resources.  In 1864, he dramatically 
called together the leadership of the Army of Tennessee and put forth the proposal to emancipate 
slaves and enlist them in the Confederate Army to secure Southern independence. This proposal 
was met with polite silence and went unremarked, much less officially  recognized.”  

 The letter he wrote outlining the proposal also predicted events that some say came to pass:   

“Every man should endeavor to understand the meaning of subjugation before it is too late ... It 
means the history of this heroic struggle will be written by the enemy; that our youth will be 
trained by Northern schoolteachers; will learn from Northern school books their version of the 
war; will be impressed by the influences of history and education to regard our gallant dead as 
traitors, and our maimed veterans as fit objects for derision ... The conqueror's policy is to divide 
the conquered into factions and stir up animosity among them ... It is said slavery is all we are 
fighting for, and if we give it up we give up all. Even if this were true, which we deny, slavery is 
not all our enemies are fighting for. It is merely the pretense to establish sectional superiority and 
a more centralized form of government, and to deprive us of our rights and liberties.” 
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January 1864 found Patrick Cleburne in Demopolis, Alabama serving as best man at his best 
friend as well as his superior officer, Lt. General William J. Hardee’s wedding.  The bride’s maid 
of honor, Susan Tarleton of Mobile stole the heart of the handsome, young Irish general and a 
whirlwind romance developed.   

Within ten days Patrick had proposed to Susan Tarleton and she joyously accepted.  This was 
truly an example of “love at first sight” .  Unfortunately, the marriage would never take place and 
the future of these two lovers was extinguished like a light. 

On November 30, 1864 at the Battle of Franklin just south of Nashville, Tennesseet General 
Cleburne was last seen advancing on foot toward the Union line with his sword raised, after his 
horse was shot out from under him.  As  he advanced a single minnie ball pierced his chest and it 
is thought killed him instantly.  An aide reportedly stated that his last words were “If we are to 
die, let us die like men.” 

 
“Two days before the battle, as the army passed St. John’s Episcopal Church, near Columbia, 
Cleburne had commented that it would be worth dying to be buried in a place so beautiful.”  His 
body was laid to rest in the churchyatd after the Battle of Franklin.  In 18 70 it was disinterned 
and retuned to his adopted home of Helena, Arkansas and buried in Maple Hill Cemetery, 
overlooking the Mississippi River. 

Major General Patrick Cleburne’s best friend and former commander Lt. General William J. 
Hardee said the following when he heard of the loss: “Where this division defended, no odds 
broke its line; where it attacked, no numbers resisted its onslaught, save only once; and there is 
the grave of Cleburne.” 
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Sources: 

·  Buck, Irving A., Cleburne and His Command, Dayton, Ohio: Morningside Bookshop, reprint 1992. First 
published 1908.  

·  Connelly, Thomas L., Autumn of Glory: The Army of Tennessee 1862–1865, Louisiana State University 
Press, 1971.  

·  Du Bose, John Witherspoon, General Joseph Wheeler and the Army of the Tennessee, Neale Publishing 
Company, 1912.  

·  Eicher, John H., , Civil War High Commands, Stanford University Press, 2001.  
·  Fredriksen, John C., America's Military Adversaries: From Colonial Times to the Present, ABC-CLIO, 

2001,.  
·  Joslyn, Mauriel; A meteor shining brightly: essays on the life and career of Major General Patrick R. 

Cleburne, Mercer University Press, 2000.  
·  Katcher, Philip R. N., Hook, Richard, American Civil War Commanders: Confederate Leaders in the West, 

Osprey Publishing, 2003.  
·  Nash, Charles E., Biographical Sketches of Gen. Pat Cleburne and Gen. T.C. Hindman, Dayton, Ohio: 

Morningside Bookshop, reprint 1977. First published 1898.  
·  Purdue, Howell, and Elizabeth Purdue, Pat Cleburne, Confederate General, Hill Junior College Press, 1973.  
·  Reynold, John Hugh, Makers of Arkansas History, Silver, Burdett and Company, 1905.  
·  Symonds, Craig L., , Stonewall of the West: Patrick Cleburne and the Civil War. University Press of Kansas, 

1997.  
·   America’s Civil War: July 1999 From the Editor/History net.com  
·  The Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and Culture  

For those of you interested, check out You Tube – Patrick Cleburne and Kelly’s Irish Brigade.   

 
 

We offer our deepest sympathy for the loss of Gilfred Deville, husband of Sue Deville of the 
Martha Haas Chapter in Opelousas.   
 
We offer our condolences to the Attales family of the Loretta Janeta Velaquez Chapter in 
Livingston for the loss of their daughter in a recent automobile accident. 
 

Please remember them all in your prayers. 
 

 
 
 

Please remember to send Chapter news, a personal ancestor story and photos too, a favorite 
historical account of a Confederate event, poems, etc. to Mary Edwards Pace, Editor, 808 Royal, 
Lake Charles, LA 70607 or VIA E-mail mepace@suddenlink.net or meepace@yahoo.com 

 

A Confederate Rose Forever!!!  
Mary Edwards Pace, Editor 
 
 

 “Unless History lives in our Present—it has no Future.”   
 
 

 
 


